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PREF ACE 


2 550 Di; ute having lately happen d in a 
Public Company about the USEFUL- 
NESS of LECTURERS, and one 
„ the Gentlemen ſending me the fol- 
15 wing Letter 4 few Days after, occaſibmd the 
Writing of this Treatiſe in Anſwer to it: And 
the Reaſon why it is Printed, is in Hopes it may 
do ſome good to the Canſe of Religion m General, 
by taking off the unjuft Prejudices which many 
have conceiv'd againſt the Frequency of our 
Preaching ; and to the Cauſe of the Church of 
England zu Particular, as a fhort Apology for 
Her Clergy and Charity- Schools. 


I truſt I have treated His Grate of CAN. 
TERBURY Vith the Deference due to His hich 
Station, Character and Abilities; and ſaid 
thing which can juſtly diſoblige any Perſon. 


B ly 


PRE FACE. 


8 
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I T have ſaid more f my Brethren thun 
fome may like, let em domfider the Neceſſity there 
is for ſaying it, in theſe Days of Widkeduzſs, 
when fo many Mercenary Pens are drawn againſt 
Them, Harpen by Hunger and Malice, and 

tis Faſhionable to endeavour to make them the 
Filth of the World, and the Offscourmg of all 
Things; tho the Blood of our Beſt Nobility ls 
' fome of, thir Veins, the Blood of our Chief Geh- 
try many of em, and a Liberal Education 
adorns 'em All. 


I have regarded no Ornaments or Embelliſh- 
ments, but left naked Truth to ſhift for it Jef: 
1 foreſee the Quotations will paſs over heavily ; 
but ſure Men are not always to Read for Plea- 
ſure, and Subjects muſt be taken as they can be 
handled, not as we would wiſh em 10 be TH And 
now I offer up my Hearty Prayers to God, that 
what is here Publiſh d\ may anſwer the Ends of 
as Publicatium. vey fv 


i 9717 aueh 172 r: 
Revekexs Sia, | 
{ & 0. tet you ſce 1 al | not Hike in my, 
On Once, . * here fend you, the 
ſords of” that Tegel an 
Wolchy Prelate, WI LLIAM Tord 


Commentary upon the. Chic Catechiſm, di. 
rected to the Ah. Deacons and Clergy of that, 
Dioceſß, in the Third Edition, Pübhihd 1708. 
0 60 V Vie ai Coliticd GH of Bit Church 
© in this Reſpect, as well as in its other Eſta- 
5 « dimen 18, ir wontdbe-mecdicts for me 
to obſerve to you; Thie Reaſon of the Thing 
Ba 1 
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A DEFENCE, 

« jt ſelf ſufficiently ſpeaks it: For as by the 
« Sermon in the Morning, thoſe who are of 
« Riper Tears, and better Knowlege, in the 
« Goſpcl of Chriſt, are edyfied and inſtructed ; 
4 ſo by teaching, and expounding the Catechiſm, 
« in the Afternoon, the Younger, and more Ig- 
“ norant, (who are not yet capable of profit- 
ing by Sermons) are inform'd and train d 
ce up with ſuch a Sort of Learning as is ſuitable 
ce to their Age and Capacities. And yet, alas! 
« how has this prudent and uſeful Method been 


ce ſighted by many, and negleted by more? 


« And inſtead of theſe Catachetical Inſtituti- 
© ons, a Second Sermon been introduc'd for 
« the Afternoon; and a new Sort of Teachers 
<« ſet up, under as new a Character, of Le- 
* furers, to Preach it; and that (oftentimes) 
4 not ſo much to the real Benefit, as to the 
* Fancies and Inclinations of thoſe by whom 
<« they arc to be paid for it. I cannot ſay that 
< this is altogether contrary to our preſent Eſta- 
4 Gli oxen becauſe the laſt x Af of Unifor- 
5 has given Directions for the licenſing, 
« ar an { allowing of them; But ſure Lam it is a 
<« manifeſt Encroachment upon our good Old 
© Conſtitution, which knew no ſuch Perſons, 
< nor made any Proviſion for them. And the, 
& Reſult has been, that the Afternoon Sermon 

« has almoſt quite. thrown outthe much better, 
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and more proiitable Exerciſe of Catechizing ; 
« which has both the Laws of the Realm,and 
« Canons. of the Church, on its Side; whereas 
the other has neither: And therefore if the 


« One muſt be allow'd, I think the Other, at 
| leaſt, ſhould not be omitted. 


A 
A 


A 
” 


« AND in this I ſpeak not only my own 
_ < Senſe, but the Judgment of thoſe whoſe 
Opinions carry Authority, as well as Weight, 
with them. Such was that of * Arch-biſhop 
« Sheldon, in the Year 1672, who by the King's 
Command requir'd his Suffragans“ To enforce 
« the Excution of fuch Laws and Conſtituti- 
« ons, as enabled them to enjoyn the Uſe, and 
« Excerciſe, of our Church-Catechiſm: Of ＋ 
 Arch-biſhop Sancroft, in the Year 1688, 
« among whole ſeaſonable and wiſe Articles, 
« ſent to his Biſops in a ver Critical Fun- 
60 Cure, the Fourth was this: ---= That 
& they (the Clergy) diligently Catechize the 
“Children, and Youth of their Pariſhes, (as 
the Rubric of the Common - Prayer - Book, 
and the Fifty-Ninth Canon enjoyn) and ſo 
prepare them to be brought in due Time to 
Confirmation, when there ſhall be Opportu- 
e nity: And that they alſo, at the ſame Time, 
| « expound the Grounds of Religion, and Com- 
« mon Chriſtianity, in the Method of the Cate- 
8 | 5 c_ 


„ 


* See his Latrer of that Year to the Biſhop of LoN DON. 
| Se his Articles recommended to the 3 Juh 16. 1688. 
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chiſm, Fee the Inſtruction and Benefit of the 
< whole: Pariſh; reaching them what they are 
4 Belieube, and "what" to Do, und what 
. fo Pray for; and particularly, often and 
* earneftly inculcuting upon them the In. 
“ portance, ana - Obligation of their Baptiſmal 
0 . 


» * * * 
N odd wy. "—_ ” { 
1 2 ; 44 


$c 2 Was ; whar that eat, avi ph Prelate, | 
oY thought neceffary to recommend to the Clergy N 
in the Time of our utmoſt Danger, and as the 
beſt Means to prevent the Growth of Pope- 
4 xy, then breaking in, like a Torrent upon us, 
«. on every Side. And when his late ajeſty, 
e of Glorious Memory, had freed us from that 
«Fear, yet ftill He thought this Duty of ſo 0 
much Importance, as to give it a particular 
“ Place in his * Injunctions, ſet forth for the 


ec · better Eſtabliſnment of our r C Hurch in the n 
Pear 1694. i 4 
Youn Anſwer to this, Sir, and what was 0 

farther urg d againſt Lecturers, when we were { 

lately rogerher, will very NOI oblige 

Du Humble Seruant, LY 

9 ce 
| 3 N W. B. 0 
* Injunctions, A. D. 1694, N. 55 | . . 


Ithank 


Jurx, 1721. 


Thank my y Good Friend for this Letter ;. but 


cart think He is any more concern'd in the 
Application of the Text he hints at, than n 
ſelf, or any other Perſon in Company, when I 


ſpoke it: For twas not directed particularly to 
Him, but brought in as an Obſervation upon 


Al. when the Argument was over: And I take 
this Opportunity to aſſure him, that I never yet 
deſignedly call'd His Miſaom in Queſtion, or ac- 
cusd Him of C onceiteantſs. 

Tx HE | Quotation you make, * is very 
much to the Purpoſe, conſidering how the Diſ 
pute ran: But, before I come to examin it, I 
beg you will indulge my taking a ſhort View 
of the whole Preface you have borrow d it from, 
ſo far as it relates to the Point in Hand. 


H 1s Lordſhip obſerves, in the Former Part of 


this Preface, © That the * Lord Cromwel be- 


(c 


gan the Reformation, with requiring Mini- 
ſters to teach Parents and Maſters, and, by 
« them, their Chi/dren and Servants, the Creed, 
* the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
B 4 ——— al -* 
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See his InjunR, 1536, Reg. Cran. F. 97, & 99, | | 
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ments ; which was more than ny * the 
Clergy themſelves, in thoſe Days, were very 
well able to expound to them. [So that Ca- 


techizing was not in Faſhion 184 Vears ago.] 


ec 


ec 


cc 
- 
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cc 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


to the Book of the ſame. 


cc 


About Eleven Years atter, (His Lordſhip tells 
us) + King Edward the Sixth found it ne- 
ceſſary to repeat the very ſame Order in His 
Inſunctious: 11 


after the A recite to their . 
the Pater-Noſter, reed, and Ten Command. 
ments in Engliſh, to the Intent the People 


might learn the ſame; exhorting all Parents 
and Houſeholders to teach their Children and 


Servants the fame. [Which ſhews Catechi- 


z⁊ing was not obſerv d, and poſtpon'd to Sermons, 
173 Years ſince.] When the Service - Book . 


was compild about Two Tears after, a Cate- 
chiſm was inſerted into it; and the * Curate 


enjoyn d, every Sixth Week, at the leaſt, to 


teach and declare the Catechiſm, according 
But yet ſtill this 
Work continued in the ſame State; nor was 
any Thing more done in it by Public Autho- 
rity, till about Four Vears after; when, 

together with the Articles of Religion, ano- 


ther Catechiſm was composd, and publiſh'd 
in Latin, and all School. Maſters enjoyn'd 


by wwe e King's Command to inſtruct their 
8 « Scholars 


— N — 


+K.Epwarp VI. Injunct. 1547. 


Bp. BuRNg T's Hilt. 
of the Reform. Vol. II. Ap. P. 165. 


hat every Ho- Day, when there 
= no Sermon, the Parſons and Hicars ſhould, 


Yeary paſt] © A Stop was put to; this Exerciſe in 


ce 


ec 


« 
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ec 
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ce 
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161 Vears ago. And, what Obſtruction could 
Lecturers have been hitherto to Catechiæing? 
Or, how much Older is our Conſtitution, in This 
Reſpect, than tis in That of Lecturers? And 
how ignorant were, not only Children, but Pa. 
rents and Maſters, even of the Creed, Lord's 
Prayer, and Ten C ommandments, till Lecturer 
enlighten'd £m?) 


EK — 


ri ſgioners might both Icarn themſelves, and 


of LECTURERS. 9 


Scholars in it. And here the compleat Mo- 
del of our Church- Catechiſm was firſt laid, 
a ſhort Account of the Two Sacraments be- 
ing added to the Creed, Lord's Prayer, and 
Ten Commandments. [This was done 167 


- Marys Reign But when . Queen 
« Elizabeth came to the Throne, ſhe return'd 
to the ſame Order that Her Brother, KingEd- 
ward the VI. had eſtabliſh'd. She 3 
the Parſons and Vicars, cvery Holy Day, to 
recite the Creed, the Lords Prayer, and Ten 

Commandments in Engliſh, that their Pa- 


teach their Children the ſame. And ſheen- 
joynd them every Holy. Day, and every Se- 
cond Sunday in the Year, to hear and in- 
ſtra& the Tout h of their Pari B, for Half an 
Hour at leaſt, before Evening- Prayer, in theſe 
Three Points; and diligently to examin them, 
and teach them the Catechiſin ſet forth in 
the Book of Public Prayer. * [This was 
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4 By : 4's ROE Ur 1571, F 59 
151 Yeats ſince] His Lordſhip informs us, That | m 
1 every Rector and Vicar was oblig d, upon 7 
4 every Sunday, and Hoh - Day, to ſpend Two At 

| _ « Hours after Dinner in this Work — "Bur What « 
is This to Lecturers, and Afternoon Sermons? | < 
The Reckbrs and Vicars may do ſo now, if they « 6 
pleaſe.] „ This was re· inforc d in the $ Sno of T 
« 1575, [147 Years ago,] and confirm'd, as the «2 
other before had been, by the Queen 8 Au- 4 
* 7hority: And when Arch-Biſhop Whitgift il © 
ec underſtood that this profitable Exerciſe began, C14 
6. nevertheleſs, to be too much neglected both Eq 
“ by the Miniſters, and People; he carneſtly rc. 
« quird his Sffragans to give ſtraight Charge 4 

« to Both; and to ſee that the ' Children, and anſ 
* other Tenorant Perſons, were duly inſtructed I ncg 
« and examin d in their Catechiſm, as by the WW Tis 
« Orders of the Church they ought to be. C So mu 
that even only 129 Years paſt, Catechizing was cer 
hardly obſerv d, and does not appear to be en- h 
| STAY by any Act of Parbament. ] Th, 


"©. Tn rs Matter was ſettled again by the Fro: 
4 Canons of 1604, [only 116 Years ſince] ¶ dic 
« and ſevere Canonical Penaltics decreed againlt WW our 
* ſuch Miniſters, upon "Complaint of Neglect one 
in This Particular. But upon the laſt I] Reviſi- I the 

on Wand 


1 Spas. Col. p. 233. + Can. 59. 
11661. See the Rubric efore the Church- Catechiſin. 


of LECTURERS: | 1 F. 
on of the Book of Common prayer, (only: 
59 Ycars ago, when all Lectures were as 


much in Vogue as they are now, and when Ca. 


techizing was fitſt eſtabliſid effectually, and by 
e of * arliamen;). <« There is ſome Change 


4 be perform d: For ahh before the C urute 
« of every Pariſh was directed to inſtruct and 


« examine tlic Children of his Pariſh before 


Evening Prayer began; it is now appointed, 


« to be done in Time of Divine Service, im- 


« mediately after the Second Lefſon--- But ſtill, 


as to the Subſtance of =o Dy it remains 


6 as It did. 


Ax D, is . [et the Miniſters and People 
anſwer for the Neglect of This Duty, where it's 
neglected; the LetZwrers being out of the Cale. 
Tis certain They did not hinder C atechizing 
much Before this Nubrick was made; and as 


They would hinder it fon the Futur“; otherwiſe, 
They ought either to have laid Lecturers aſide, 
or cnjoin nd Catechizing at ſome other Hour. 
From All, which it appears, that the real Pra- 
Qice of Catechizing is no Older a Branch of 


owe was never effectually carry'd on, till after 


the OfLer was eſtabliſh'd. For hee Reaſons, 
and no Other, J have made the foregoing Re- 


marks; and not dene the leaſt View of deproci. 
ating 


— 


certain, that the Enactors of it did not think 


our Conſtitution, than Lecturers; and that the 
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12 A DREHEN CE 
ating or diſcouraging the excellent Inſtitution 
of Catechizing. 


pe ND, that Both theſe Cuſtoms are conſiſtent 
with each other, and uſeful, His Lordſhip Him- 
ſelf is pleas d to own, in the very next Period 
to the Quotation you have made from Him --- 
Our Preſent Moſt Reverend Metropolitan, in 
64 His Circular Letter, 169 5, thus prudently re- 
« concil'd the Diſcharge of This Duty, with the 
« Manners and Humours of the Times; by di- 
« recting his Suffragans to recommend it to 


ce their Clerg , ſince they muſt Preach, (after 


having examin'd the Children in their Cate- 
chiſm, as the Rubrick requires,) © to Preach in 
« the Afternoon upon Catechetical Heads ; 
© both that the People may be the better root- 
« ed and grounded in the Faith, and alſo kept 


&« from Other Aſſemblies. 


I come now to your Favourite Paſſage, Sir: 
But, ſhall give you the late Dr. Edwards's 
Thoughts upon it, (tho' I think them too rough 
d unmannerly, ) as expreſs d in the Beginning 'of 
his Preacher, before J offer my own. There are 
« thoſe (ſays he) who would haveCatechig ing 
* exclude all Sermons, and accordingly they 
« fo extol and advance the One, as to 
« bring the Other into Diſrepute: Whereas 
« the true Way is to maintain and keep up the 
« Credit of Both: The One being neceſſary for 
« choſe of younger Years, and the Other for 


i < ſuck 


4 ſuch as are of ſome Maturity. He goes on ---- 
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« ] confeſs I wonder'd to meet with ſich a PaC 
« ſage as This in a * Learned Writer of our 


Church: © Tamconfident, faith he, that would 


« all Sorts of Perſons but duly attend upon 
« theſe Inſtructions (i. e. Catechetical Exerciſes 
« which he before mention d) zhey would reap 
« more ſubſtantial Benefit by them than from 
« thoſe other Exerciſes which have, I know not 
« how, ſo univerſally crept into the Place of them. 
« One would not have imagin'd that a Perſon of 
« His Character ſhould venture to utter ſuch um- 
« adviſed Words, tor they can be thought to be 
« noleſs, ſeeing they caſt ſuch a Contempt upon 
c thoſe Religious Exerciſes, V/z. Sermons, which 
« are ſo conſtantly Preach'd not only by his 
« Brethren, but by himſelf, and are duly at- 
« tended upon by Underſtanding and Pious 
« Chriſtians. If Sermons be crept into the Place 
« of Catechizing, it is by the Allowance of 
« the Governors of the Church, and therefore 
« this Worthy Writer could not truly ſay, He 
« knew not how. But if he was reſolv d to ſay 
« any Thing of this Matter, he might have ſaid 


this with Truth and Reaſon, that Catechizing 
« and-Pulpit-Diſcourſes have their different Ule 


« and Place, and ſo are conſiſtent ; and there- 
c fore 'tis unreaſonable and abſurd that One 
e ſhould juſtle out the Other... , 


mn AM 


— — We 7 85 


* Dr. Wake's Pref. to his Commen, onthe Church-Catechiſm. 
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diately affect the Lecturers 


face to His Arch-Deacons and Clergy, 
Biſhop of Lincoln, and gave it as Advice to the 


His Own Clergy, 
ing to be, Firſt, A kind Apology to the People, 
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told you above, Sir, that your 
very pertinent; but think it ſhould: not imme- 
of this Town Be- 
cauſe, when His Lordſhip wrote the ſaid Pre- 
he was 


C Hes: of that Dioceſe. And, if ſo, His Lord- 
ſhip had no great Occaſion to find Fault with Le- 
vs there being ſo few in that whole Coum- 
ty, and in all the Counties under His /arge Epiſ 
copal Care. And as little Reaſon was there to 
diſcourage Sermons by the Incumbents in Afﬀter- 
nooms; ſince ſo very few Churches in the Coun- 


try have em, or indeed ſo much as Prayers. If 


we therefore take His Lordſhip, as Writing to 
one would imagine His Mean- 


for the Clergy's not Preaching #w:ce on Sunday's, 
which mo? Pariſhes very cagerly covet: And; 
Secondly, A modeſt Inſinuation to the Clergy, that 


they ought to read Prayers and Catechize, at leaſt; 


on Sundays in the Afternoon. . 


Bur, Sir, 172 you conceive His Lordſhip i 


*tendedthis Paragraph as a #/7pe upon the bs. 


Lecturers, as you probably do by ſending it thus 
to me, l ſhall beg Leave to obſerve, that the Whole 
of His Lordſhip s Complaints againſt em ſeems to 
be compriz'd under Three Heads, which Iſhall 


——— — 2 HY 


endeavour to Anſee Wer. 


i, i 
AND 


Quotation was 
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And the Fiſt: is, That a Second Sermon, 
introduc'd for the Afternoon, and a new Sort 


ry 
a) 


A 
* 


« of Lecturers, to Preach it, is a manifeſt En- 
« croachment upon our good Old Conſtitution, 
* which knew no Such Perſons, nor made any 
Proviſion for Them. 


A 
2 


Secondly, That the Reſult has been, that 
the Afternoon Sermon has al moſt quite thrown 
« out the much better, and more profitable Ex- 
« erciſe, of Catechizing ; which has both the 
« Laws of the Realm, and the Canons of 


« the Church, on its Side; whereas the other has 


wo neither. 


AN p, Thirdly, N 8 theſe new Teachers 
© and Lecturers Preach (oftentimes) not ſo much 


Lay 
* 


* 
* 


nations of Thoſe by) whom TR are to be paid 
© for! * 


War His Lordſhip means, Sir, in His 2 
Complaint, by our good Oz Conſtitution, by in- 
veighing againſt an Encroachment upon it, and 


lay ing Lefturers have ncither the Laws of the 


Realm, nor the Canons ofthe C hurch, on Their 
Side, I cannot imagine; ſince He acknowledges, in 
the ſame Section, That he cannot ſay that Le. 
« Furersarcaltogether contrary to pur Preſent E- 


2 becauſe the laſt Aci of Un:formity 


* 13. Car. 11. Cap. IV. S. 19, Gc. 


of Teachers ſet up, under as new a Character, 


to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies and Incli- 


has 


————— —R__—— ——— 5 
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“ has given Directions for the Licenſing, and 
e Allowing of them. Are all zew'AQts of Par- 
liament then Encroachments upon our O/4 
Conſtitution? Is not ſich an Act a Law of our 
Realm? If theLaw of the Land obliges Biſhops 
to Allow and Licenſe Lecturers, what better 
Eſtabliſhment can they have, except the making 
a legal Proviſion for em, which tis their Miſ- 
fortune ye? to want? But ſure their Misfortune 
ought not to be imputed to em as their Crime 


16 


1 have already ſhewn, Sit, 4nd from His Lord- 

ſhip's own Words, that the real Practice of Ca. 

v5 I is no Older a Branch of our Conſtitution 
than Lecturers, they being Both eſtabliſh'd by 

Law together in 1660. Bur, tho J date the 
Commencement of Lectures ſo low, yet many 
of em are much Ancienter, and Olaer than our 
Conſtitution it ſelf in this Reſpect. I grant, that 
moſt of the Le&ures in this City took their Riſc 
in the laſt Century: Vet the Evening Lecture 
on Friday, at St. Michael. Royal, was founded 
and endow'd in 15893 as were allo Three 
Lecture-Sermons at St. Michael-Cornhill 300 
Years ago, Two of which to be Preach'd on 
Sundays after Evening-Prayers, and the Third 
on iChriſtmas-Day at the ſame Hour. 1 for- 


bear ſeveral Other Inſtances, becauſe the very 
Firſt of the Canons, made in the Firſt Yeat 
of the Reign of King James I. 1603, menti- 
ons Lefturers more than once; and the Learned 

Dr. 


ry 
eat 
\t1- 
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Dr. Gibſon tells us in his Codex, © That this 
Canon is taken from the Injunctions of Henry 


< VIII publiſſid in 1536. 


So that theſe New Teachers, Sir, are not 
of ſo Modern a Date in this Town, as perhaps 
you took them to be; and, if you trace them to 
the Original, they will appear to be no Younger 
than Chriſtianity it ſelf. For no Employment 
of the Clergy being of more general Uſe than 
Preaching, our Saviour places it firſt in His Com- 
miſſion to the Apoſtles, and ſends em forth to 
Preach, and not to Pray, as the Ordination of 


Miniſters now runs. And, as Chriſt and His 


Apoſtles took all Opportunitics of Preaching, 
and gave themſelves continually to the Miniſtry 
of the Word: So St. Chry/o/tom, St. Auſtin, St. 
Ambroſe, St. Origen, St. Baſil, and other famous 


Lights of the Church, Preach'd not only Twice 
upon the Lord's-Day, but on other Days of the 


Week, and often, for many Days together, eſpe- 


cially in Lent, (in Imitation of which our Lext- 


Preachers are appointed) as appears from their 


Sermons, and other Writers. They had ſtated Ser- 
mons onThurſdays and Saturdays in the Churches 


of Alexandria, which were ſet up by Origen. St. 
Chryſoſtom intimates, that he Preach'd Thrice. a 


Weck,defendsand applaudstheCuſtom of Preach- 
ing on Sundays in the Afternoon as uſeful and 
neceſſary, and there are many Reproofs extant 
in his Afternoon Tractates and Homilies to 


People for not r frequenting them. Biſhopsthen 
Preach'd 


Ut 
1 
. 


n 
i 
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Preach'd conſtantly, and were enjoyn d ſo to : 
Nay, poſſibly, every Day, as well as Commu- 
nicated. At firſt, Preaching was reſery'd as a 
Peculiar of the Biſhops, eſpecially in Cathedral- 
Churches: And ſo both the Latin and Greek 
Fathers made Comments and Sermons Twice 
every Sunday. But this Function was very early 
requir'd of Presbyters; and, in Cities, and greater 
Churches, they Preach'd Forenoon and After. 
noon, and ſeldom” an Holy Day paſt without 
a Sermon, which Cuſtom our Univerſities and 
Cathedrals now copy. This was the Practice 


of the Chriſtian Church in the pureſt Times. 


Ver Learning faling with the Roman: 
Empire, and perfectly decaying in the Sixth 
Century among the Cauls, there was little or 
no Preaching in the Meſtern Church for 500 
Vears together, as Surius tells us: Upon which, ſuch 


Ignorance and [rregularities enſu d, that Preach- 


ing was ſet up in the Country- Pariſhes in the 
French Church, and an Order made for it in the 
Council of Yaiſon. But ſtill, as Popzſh Mals 
prevaild, this Exerciſe grew out of Date: And 


what Stupidity and Wickedneſs reign'd in the 


Tenth Age, Bellarmin and Baronius acquaint 
us; and therefore the Council of Trullo made 
a Canon to promote Daily Preaching. Burt, for 
all this, it was almoſt extinct before the Refor- 
mation; and, where 'twas usd, fabulous and ro- 


mantick Wories were the chief Subjects of Prea- 


. chers, 


n 


9 


_ teſtant Caule. Martin Luther, who broke the 


own Sermons ſhew: And he declares his Thoughts, 


Nicene Creed ſuppoſes the Intervention of a 


— 


of LECTURERS. 19 


chers, of which Eraſmus, and Faber, and Hot. 19 
tinger , and many other Learned Men, have FR 
made too juſt Complaints: Nay, there areno Ser- 4 
mons of latter Ages, before the Dawning of the 
Reformation, worth Reading; and the beſt in An- 
tiquity would hardly do ao. In ſuch groſs Dark- 
neſs and Error were we! And Ignorance is the. 
natural Conſequence of Want of Preaching, as 
may be ſeen now in the vaſt Kingdom of Ruſſia, 

where they have Sermons but Twrce a Year, _ 


Bur the Reformation began with Frequen- 
cy of Preaching, which vaſtly furthered the Pro- 


Ice, was a conſtant Preacher, and far from thinking 
Afternoon Sermons Unneceſlary, or Novel, as his 


in this Caſe, to Nicolas Hauſman, a German Bi- 
ſhop, and a Friend to the Reformation, as expreſs d 
in our Title-Page. And are not the Arms which 
got us the Victory ſtill fit for our Defence? Are 
not theſe Authorities of the Fathers, and of this 
great Reformer, ſufficient to convince the World, 
that Preaching Fore and After Noon is a Practice 
much older than the Engl;ſ Puritans? So that 

Afternoon Sermons are not only Ancient, but 
Regular, and according to the Orderof ourpre- 
ſent Church. We find Luther Preach'd Twice 
on ſundry Holy. Days; and the Rubrick after the 


Sermon, or Homily, every Holy - - Day. -- And 
2 where, 
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where is the Inconveniency or Icregularity, 
of all this: ? ? 


THERE is s the ſame Reaſon for frequent Ser- 


mons now --- And therefore the Act of Unifor- 


mity ſays, Car. IT. 14: Thar me Mercy, Fa- 
« your, and Bleffing of Almighty God, is in 
© no wile 10 readily and plentifully poured, as 
« by Common-Prayer, due uſing of the Sacra- 
« ments, and often Preaching of the Goſpel, 
« with Devotion of the Hearers. And, God 
be praiſed, ſo great is the Company of Preach- 
ers among us, that no Nation abounds more in 
this Bleſſing than Ourſelves. So that, I may ſay, 
the State of the Preſent Church, in this Reſpect, 
is happier than that ofthe Ancient Church: And 
I hope the Scarcity of Preaching before the Re- 


formation, is what neither we, nor our Children, 


ſhall ever feel! 


H1s Lordſhip was very well acquainted with 
all this: And therefore I conceive, Sir, that He was 
far from intending to reflect upon the Frequency 
of Preaching in the Primitive Church, or in our 
Own now; but that He alludes to thoſe He- 
#ures, which were firſt fet up in the Days of 
Anarchy and Violence, by cruel and unteaſona- 
ble Men, to Preach againſt the Court, and had 
the greateſt Treaſons, in Nomine Domini, hatch' d 
at t them. A * Noble Author tells us, “ That 


„ 
* , 


— 


* Car. Hiſt. V. I. p. 199, and 203. 
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Mr. Henry Burton was a Miniſter and Lectu- 
cc rer of London, after he had been Cloſet- Keeper 
« to King Charles I. when Prince of Wales; up- 

on what baſe Motives he turn d Lecturer, and 
ce how ſcandalouſly he behav'd himſelf after- 


« wards: But was that the Fault of the Lean. 


rer, or of the Man? Or, are Lecturers to be more 
blam d for this ſingle Inſtance, than Miniſters are, 
« Who were ſoover-run with Treaſon andRebel- 
« Iion, that they preſented a Declaration, Sign'd 
by ſeveral Hundreds of the Miniſters of London 
* and the Countries adjacent, to the Houſe of 
«© Commons, againſt the whole Government of 
the Church, The ſame Incomparable Hiſto- 
rian farther acquaints us, * That St. Antholins 
e was a Place in thoſe Times made famous by 
« ſome Seditious Lecturer, when the Scottiſh 
Commiſſioners came to London, and that That 
c Church was aſſign d to them for their De- 
votions: But, ſince Henderſon, and ſome of 
e their own Chaplains, ſtill Preach'd there af- 
<« terwards, and on Sundays from Morning till 
Night, (tho' the whole Service in the Primi- 
tive Church laſted not above two Hours, as St. 
Chryſoſtom often declares in his Sermons) let 
them anſwer for their own Ribaldry and Non- 
ſence, and the Tumults and Riots they occa- 
ſion d: For ſure the Eng/z/h are not to anſwer 
for that! And, ſhall a Second Inſtance of a vile 
Lecturer, without a Name, caſt a blacker Shade 
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upon all Lecturers now, than the Baſe and In- 
famous Practices of Hundreds of Rectors, whoſe 
Names are not yet forgotten, does upon Re- 
tors? Yet, if theſe Men ran in His Lord(hip's 
Mind when He writ this Paſlage, and fird His 
pious Breaſt with Reſentment, 1 confeſs He had 


juſt Reaſon to think em ſfrange Teachers, un- 


known to our good old Conſtitution, and ſuch as 


deſerved no other Proviſion to be made for 'em, 


than That which I care not to name. 


Bur the Second Complaint againſt Lecturers 
is, © That the Reſult has been, that the Af. 


4 ternoon Sermon has almoſt quite thrown out 
c the much better, and more profitable Exerciſe, 


« of Catechizing ; which has both the Laws of 
« the Realm, and the Canons of the Church, on 


& its Side; whereas the other has neither. 


TAIS Charge againſt Lecturers, with Re- 
gard to the Kingdom in general, might well have 
been ſpar d; ſince they are ſo far from having 
thrown out the much better Exerciſe of Cate- 
chizing, that there is ſcarce one in an Hundred 
Churches in this Nation which has Afternoon- 
Sermons: So that the Neglect of Catechixing 
cannot lie at the Lecturers Doors. 


H 1s Lordſhip very well obſerves, Sir, That 

« the Conſtitution of our Church, in his Re- 

ce ſpect, is w/e: For as by the Sermon in the 

„Morning, thoſe who are of riper Tears, and 
better 


- of Lgcrvunnms, 2g 
ce ben Knowledge, in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 19 
« are Edifyed and Inſtructed; ſo by teaching, and 1 
« expounding the Catechiſin, in the Afternoon, vl 

the Younger; and more Ignorant, (Who are 

not yet capable of profiting by Sermons) are 

« infornydand train'd up with ſuch a Sort of 1 

Learning as is ſuitable to their Age and Ca- ö 

pacities. And yet, alas! how has this prudent 
4 and uſeful Method been OTE many, and 
< neglected by more? 


J am as ſorry as His Lardſkipean be, that Ca- 
 techizmg'is'fo'much ſ{ighted and neglected; but 
cart think Afternoon-Sermons are the Occaſion 
of it in the Country, becauſe there is hardly any 
ſuch Thing throughout the whole Nation. Ihear- 
tily wiſh that His Lordſhip's Advice could fo far 
prevail upon the Country- Clergy, as to induce 
em (not to forbear Preaching, for certainly there. 
is no Need of that, but) to do ſomething becom- 
ing their High Character and Chriſtian Office on 
Sundays in the Afternoon. With His Lordſhip's 
Leave, Iſhould be glad it was only Reading Pray- 
ers; gladder, there was a Sermon annext to it; 
but gladdeſt, if a little Catechizing and Expound- 
ing were adjoin d. I wiſh again, tho tis only 
a With, that this Method was obſervd, where 
conveniently it may, to fruſtrate His Lordſhip's | 
Complaints againſt Lecturers, and to anſwer, 


: and more than anſwer, © the wiſe Conſtitution . 
of our Church in this Reſpect. 
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You haveſcenalready,Sir,and with Elis Lord. 


ſhip's own Anthority, that our Church order d 
Children to be Catechiſed upon Sundays and 


Hol- Days, as often [only] as Need required; 
which the Firſt Common. Prayer-Book of King 
Edward VI. explained to be once in dix Weeks: 

You have ſeen, that the Injunctions of Queen Eli. 


Sabeth enjoynd it to be done on every Holy. 
Day, and Second Sunday in the Year: And, I 


aſſure you, that in all the Common - Prayer- 


Books, till the /aſt Review, it was order d to 
be done Half an Hour before Ryeryog: Song; 


that is, as the 5 th. Canon explains it, . the Mi- 
« niſter ſhould, for Half an Hour, before Evening- 


e Prayer, examine and inſtru the Youth, and 


« Tenorant Perſons of his Pariſh, in the Church- 
“ Catechiſm. 


1 am reſolvd to give 3 with for, 


Sir; and therefore I throw in one of the Ru- 


bricks at the End of the Catechiſm, which ſays, 
<« That the Curate of every Pariſh ſhall diligent- 
« ly upon Sumdays and Holy-Days, after the 


Second Leſſon at Evening-Prayer, openly in 


ce the Church inſtruct and examin ſo many Chil- 
c dren of his Pariſh ſent unto him, as he ſhall 


c think convenient, in ſome Part of this Cate- 


<« chiſni.--- And the 59th Canon, as I have juſt 


- < ſaid, enjoins every Parſon, Vicar, and Curate, 


c upon every Sunday and Holy-Day, for Half 
« an Hour before Evening- Prayer, to Examine 
"med 


40 


(c 
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« and Inſtruct the Youth and Ignorant Perſons 
4 of his Pariſh. in the Church-Catechiſm, under 
« ſevere Penalties. : SD 

Tusk Orders, I own, are ſo far from 
being comply d with zou, that the Duty of 


Catechiſing is reſerv d chiefly for Lent, in Imita- 
tion of the Primitive Church. But, pray, Sir, 


are the Canons themſelves, as the King's Letters 
Patents direct, Read once every Year, upon 


ſome Sundays or Holy Days, in the After- 
„ noon, before Divine Service, the one Half one 


« Day, and the other another Day, by every 
« Miniſter, in the Church or Chapel where he 
« hath Charge? I ſhould be glad the Canons 
were obeyed in every Reſpect, both by Clergy 
and Laity; tho they are hardly in any! And tis 
with Reluctance that I mention the Goth Ca- 
non, which relates to Confirmation by Biſhops, 
becauſe every Body knows how well They obſerve 
it But I chuſe to draw a Veil here. Yet, after all, 
tis plain, with Reſpect to the Nation, that A 
ternoon-Preaching does not obſtruct Catechi. 


fing. 3 1 


Bur if you are rcſolv'd, Sir, as I appre- 
hend you are, to confine His Lordſhip's Ani- 
madyerſions upon Lecturers wholly to this City, 
I beg you will indulge the following 2{polog y 
for em. | Ig 
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"AND here you will obſerve, Sir, that the 
Sunday Afternoon Lectures of this Town necd 
not throw out the Exerciſe of Catechiſm, 
whether Incumbents 4 ſo Conly] ſo often as 
Need requires, or once in Six Weeks, or on every 
other Sunday, ſuppoſing the Pariſh is very Large 
and Populous, or upon every Sunday and Ho. 


H. day, according to the Rigour and Letter of 


the Law : Becauſe all this might be done, not- 
withſtanding our Lectures! Was it done when 
there was no fuch Thing? Or, are you ſure it 
would, if Lectures were aboliſh'd? But, to ſay 
no more of em; might not Cafechz ſong and 
_ Expounding be perform d now, as the ' Rubric 
in the Old Common Prayer - = Book runs, and the 
59th Canon interprets it, © For Half an Hout 
e before Evening Prayer, for all our  After- 
noon Sermons? Or, ſince the Church, ac- 
cording to our beſt Commentators, enjoins Ca 
techiſing only ſo often as Need requires; 

and Holy days are allotted for that Purpoſe as 
well as Sundays; are there not Holy days enow 
in the Year to anſwer that End ? Eſpecially, when 
the Weeks of Lent are added to em? They 
Catechiſe every Thurſday at three a Clock in the 


Afternoon at St. Fames's; and perhaps His 


Lordſhip, when Miniſter there, Piouſſy and Pru- 
2 8 inſtituted this Cuſtom. 


Inos who are PE Riper Tears, and 


better Knowledge in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
are not — Edify'd and Inſtructed by the 
Sermon 


N 


Eaſy and Familiar, and yet ſo Courtly, that the 
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Sermon in the Morning, becauſe many of them are 
ſo careleſs as not to attend it: And tho the Cate- 
chiſin is not Taught and Expounded every Sunday 
in the Afternoon, for the Benefit of the Younger 
and more Ignorant; yet I cannot from hence 
infer, that they are uncapable of profiting by 
Sermons, and that ſuch a Sort of Learning may 
not be ſo adapted as to be ſuitable to their Age 
and Capacities, and fit to train em up in a Chri- 
tian Method. 


AN p, ſince I happen to 0 particularly 
concern'd in this Diſpute, I beg, for once, 
Sir, that you will indulge me in mentioning 
your #nworthy Friend as a Proof of what I 
advance: For, you may pleaſe to remem- 
ber, that I have been about Seven Years Lectu- 
rer of your Pariſh ; and, as you are a conſtant 
Frequenter of the Church, I doubt not but you 
are ſenſible that my Diſcourſes have chiefly 
turn'd upon the Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, the 
Commandments, the Sacraments, and the other 
Fundamental Points laid down in the Church-Ca- 
zechiſm: And ſure I am, that many other 
Gentlemen in my Station purſue the ſame Courſe. 
And, if the Old and the Towne, the Wiſe and 
the Tenorant, are thus reminded and inſtructed 
together by Afternoon Lectures, What is 
their Crime? Hard Words, High-flown Phraſes, 
and Quaint Expreſſions, are now quite diſcarded 
by all Preachers of Senſe in this Town. Their 
Method is ſo Plain and Natural, their Stile ſo 
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Beſt Capacities may generally hear with Pleaſure, 


of extolling my own Order, and capable 
ing it, to pay the Eng/ifp - Clergy the great. 
_ eſt and trueſt Compliment that was ever made 
. toa Profeſſion --- But I forbear it, and only requel! 


AD REFENCR 


and the Worſt with Inſtruction. And here 
have a juſt and proper Handle, if I was us 
ff do- 


you to read over the Sermons of that Learned 


and Pious Prelate, whom you have drawn into 


this Diſpute, and tell me, whether there is any 
Thing to be met with among the Writings of the 


Ancients, or among all the Foreign Modern Di. 
vines of the Chriſtian World, comparable to 


em, in the Reſpects I have hinted. And hence 


I would obſerve, that if the moſt Jung and Ig. 


norant, as well as the Older and Miſer, do not 


profit by Afternoon. Sermons, tis not the Fault 


of the Lectures, but of the Lecturers. 


Bur J entirely agree with His Lordſhip, 


in thinking, That if Lectures muſt be allow 


< Catechiſt 7g, at leaſt, ſhould not be omitted, 


And fo far is it from being omitred, (1 write it 


with Pleaſure and Triumph) within the Bille of 


Mortality, where almoſt all the Lectures of this 


Nation are, that, I believe, the Preſent Genera. 
tion of Children, both Nich and Poor, can 


give a much better Account of their Faith and 


Catechiſm, than either the Children in the Pri- 
mitive Ages could, or all thoſe who have been 


before E the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtia- 
nity among us; thoſe, eſpecially , who liy'd be- 


fore 
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re, Wore Lectures were in Faſhion and 1 the 
Children, within 27 Compaſs, would, upon 

dus rrial, be found far to excel all Others in 
10. Neat -Britain, where Lectures no Way hinder 


at. Nneir Inſtruction: Tho, even in moſt Parts ol 
dene Country, the Young are not ſo Ignorant as 
jeſtney us d to be a few Years ago | 


to TRIS Happy Improvement, I own, Sir, is, 
ny n a great Meaſure, owing to our CHarity. Schools, 
the Nack ought never to forget the vaſt Obligati- 
dns they. are under to His GRACE of 


: tofCarterbury. To them is it owing, that our Poor 
nceMChildren are train'd up in the Fa and Nurture. 
che Lord, and taught to give a better Ac. 
not unt of their Faith than the Prieſts of this 


Nation formerly could: For the chief Deſi ign 
If this Charity is, after they have learnt to 
kead, to ground em in the Church - Cate 
hiſm. 


AND, that our Young Nobles and Gentry, 
ind others of the Better Fort, are not wanting 
u this Reſpect, whatever ill Uſes they make of 
good Education afterwards, is to be attributed 
and with Honour and Gratitude) to the Chri- 
lian Care and Induſtry of thoſe Gentlemen 


ind, tho many worthy and learned Lay- 


cen Men are employ d in this Work, and diſcharge 
py heir great Truſt in all Reſpects, yet I can- 
, be- 


Our 


ho have the Tuition and Forming of them. 


ot forbear congratulating my Country, that 
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our. Principal Schools are filled by ſome of our 


Chief Clerg y; and moſt others, by thoſe of Fi- 


gure and Reputation, who do, as they are more 
particularly bound, make Catechizzng. as conſtant 
and eſſential a Part of their Scholars Exerciſe 
and Duty, as any other whatſoever. For which 
Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, the 78th Canon enjoins 
« ( urates, deſirous to teach Schools, to be Li- 


c censd' before Others: And the 79th Canon 


4 Obliges all School-Maſters to teach their Chil: 
* dren the Catechiſm,” 


Bur, ſbould you tell me, Sir, that, tho 'o' Hig 
and Low, one with another, are thus fo well 
versd in our Caatechiſm, yet tis no Thanks to 


the Lecturers; I anſwer, That, if this excellent 


End is attain d by juſt and honeſt Methods, tho 
otherwiſe than our Church orders, and 7hat 
Time is ſpent in the Service of Religion, which 
ſhould be taken up in his Labour, She has Rex 
ſon to Rejozce, and no Man to Complain. But 


the conſtant Catechiging twice or thrice a Week 


every Lent in all our Churches, and the frc- 
quent Catechizings which are each Lord's - Day, 
and oftner, in this Town, ſhould not be ſo far 
forgotten, as to make you think the Clerg y dil 
regard the Rubrics and Canons, and neglect the 
Duty of © training up Children in the Way 
a r ſhould 80. 


I profeſs the. higheſt Deference, Sir, to the 
Judgment and Opinions of His Grace's two In- 
| comparable 
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comparable Predeceſſors, whom He is pleas d to 
quote; and alſo for His Own, which will always. 
carry with me Authority and Weight: But, 
after all, muſt beg to be excus d from thinking, 
that what Arch-biſhop Sheldon, in 1672, and. 
Arch-biſhop Sancroft, in 1688, how. Seaſon- 
able and Wiſe ſoever the Articles might be which 
they ſent to their . Biſhops, That the Clergy. 
« ſhould diligently. Catechize the Children, and 
« Touth of their Pariſhes, (as the Rubric of 
« the Common Prayer- Boo, and 5 oth Canon. 
« enjoin) ” much affects our preſent Lecturers: 
Becauſe theſe - Igfunctions were ſent. to the 


Biſhops, from them tothe Incumbents, (not the 


Lecturers) and, if they were not obey d, muſt the 
Lecturers anſwer for it? Was there no Time in 


the whole Week to Carechiſe, but; upon one. 


particular Half Hour onSarday int he Afternoon? 
Or, could they not order their Lecturers, if 
they did not think fit to do it themſelves, to 


perform it after the Second. Leſſon? But, as 


Critical as ever that Zncture was, no ill Ef- 
fects enſu d for Want of Catechiging: For the 


Criſis was too ſhort to admit of that. The 
Good Metropolitan, no Doubt, thought there 
was a King over Him, who might Reign many 


Tears, and ſo, by his Zeal and Authority, ſe- 


duce Multitudes to the Errors of Popery; which. 


inclin'd -Him to look. ſo far forward, as totake 


Care of the ſucceeding Generation, and to ſe- 


cure it by conſtant Catechiſing: But ſo it hap- 
| pen'd, 
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pen d, that the Then preſent Series was ſo 
Carechis d, as to take away all his Grace s Fears 


of Popery. Nor indeed can] think Catechiſing 
was then the propereſt Method of Defence, or 


that it will ever be ſo, in this Nation, in ſuch. 


Caſes: For then, the one Side will have only 
the Children to Diſcipline, whilſt the other has 


the Men. Such Violent Meaſures, and Criti. 


cal FunfFures, ſeldom laſt long here; and there. 
fore, I conveive, that Preaching, even Afternoon 
Preaching, isof much more Service at ſuch Times 


than Catech:zmg --- Tho 1 eo TN 0. 


not be N omitted. 


I nave hitherto poſtpon'd the principal 


Point to be anſwer'd under this Head, which 
is, 4 That Lecturers have neither the Laws of 


ce the Realm, nor the Canons of the Church, on 


their Side: But I ſhall make it 1 8 to you, 
| ho that they have hot. 


Tur Act of Uniformity, Car. It. 14. places 
Lecturers in the beſt Company among theC/erg y, 
by the ſame Authority, and obliges em to ſub- 
{cribe the ſame Declaration, not only with Ne- 


ctors, but alſo with Deans and Canons, and 


Maſters of Colleges. And, after ſuch Subſcri- 


ption is made, as the Act requires, every Lectu- 


rer ſhall procure a Certificate under the Hand 
and Seal of the reſpective Arch-biſhop, Biſhop, 
or Ordinary of the Dioceſe; who are thereby 

enjoin d 


enjoini d and requir d, upon Demand, to make and 
deliver the ſame - So that Se are not left to the 
meer Mercy of Biſhops, or Arch-bifhops ; zbut are 


to be admitted in the ſame Manner, and deprivd 
for the ſame Reaſon, with their Betters. N. ey, 
Lecturers ate mention d faf oftner in this Act 


than any” other Sogt of  Clergymen. There are 
Five Sections together ſpent upon them; and 
the very Sermons before the Untzvuerſitzes, (of 
which there are Three a Week, beſides Sunday, 


at Oue of them,) are here calld Leckures. 
Stat. T7: "Car. II. Cap. 2. Lecturers are menti- 


ond àgain, put upon the ſame Foot, and under 
the fame Petalttes with Parſons and Ficars, 
9 to "the Stat. 14. Car. IL 1 25 
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Tuc E epcherg Sir, were far worſe Men 
Sixty Vears ſince, than they are now, in many 


Reſpects, yet you ſee what Opinion the Legi 


ſlature had of them. The chief Obligation laid 
upon them, indeed, in theſe Statutes, Wa, that 
they ſnould not be Rebels; which is ſo far from 
being a Compliment to the Lecturers of that 
Time, that it rather ſhews their Unworthizt iſs, 


and the Diſtruſt the Government had of em; 
and not Without Reaſon, the old Leaven of 


Malice and Wickedneſs being not fhen worn 
out. But, if the Legiſlature thought em worthy 
of ſuch Privileges then, what do they deſerve 
n Now, When a Spirit of Hncerity and 


Truth and Loyalty reigns among em? Now, 


when all the Reaſons of luſpecting, or diſliking 
D em,; 
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em, are 1 away; and all the Reaſon 
Supream Powers had then in View for eftabliſh- 
ing them, with many additional, Ones, ſtill re- 


main? So that 1 cannot apprehend: what His 
| Lordſhip means by faying,, Lecturers are nor 


wholly . contrary. to our Preſent Eſtabliſhment, 


. ſince they are cſtabliſh' d 1 Acts of Paris: 


ment. 


— 1 " 


580 "RY are Lecturers, Sis, from. 1 con- 
trary to the Laus of the Realm. And judge you 


whether ey are repugnant to the Canons of the 


Church, when the 56th puts Rectors and Lectu- 
rers together, and orders em both tõ read Divine 
Service, and adminiſter the Sacraments, twice a 
Year, upon Pain of being equally ſuſpended by 
the Dioceſan. Several other. Canons mention 
Lecturers; but 1718 the Trouble of eli 
A 

AND now, e I am \ ford to come to the 


| Third Charge againſt J ecturers, which is very 


heavy indeed © That theſe New: Teachers 
« and Lecturers Preach (oftentimes) not ſo much 
to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies and In- 
« clinations of thoſe by whom they are to be 
Paid for it. Pudet bee e, &c. 


Ax, can all the Wit of Man, Sir, help 


this? Sorry I am, that the Meaneſt People, in a 


Free-born Nation, ſhould be under ſuch Slavery, 
as to ſubmit their Labour to the Fancies and 
8 of thoſe by, whom they are 10 
be 


" 
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be of for it, when ſuch Labour is sfot their 


real Benefit Much, ſorrier, that our Con- 
ſtitution ſhould be ſo defectiye as to leave Cen- 
tlemen, the Profeſſors of Phyſik and Law, the 
Guardians of our Lives and Eſtates, who: are 
not only Men of the Beſt Families and Accom- 


pl ments in our Nation, but an Honour to it 


throughout all Europe, at the Fancies and In- 
clinations. of thoſe by whom they are to be 
paid. But neither the Meu, nor the Gentle- : 
men, in this Caſe, are much to be pity'd; ſince 
They have it ſo much in their Power, if they are 
Once injur d, as to be their own Carvers the Se- 
cond Time. But His Lordſhip knew that the 
Caſe of Lecturers was far otherwiſe, tho their 
Families, and the Expence of their Education, 
is generally the ſame -- He knew, and there- 
fore compaſſionately bewail'd the Temptation 
they were under, to Preach to the Fancies 
and Inclinations of thoſe by whom they were 
to be paid for it -. And, therefore, his Lord 
ſhip's Concern was very kind; fince Lecturers 
are under the hard N eceſſity, whether they 
Preach to the real Benefit, ox tothe Fancies and 
Inclinations of their Payers, to ſtate the 
Caſe as He does: Becauſe Heir Pay-Maſters may 
do as they pleaſe--Let me then beg Leave to 
ſit down,. and lament for a few Minutes, the 
deplorable Condition of My ſe{f and Brethren -- 
And yet I cannot call it ſo Deplorable neither, 
when I reflect upon the friendly Generoſity of 
dur Citi xens, and kind ä nor do 
k . . 2 - complain 
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Complain of Ti heir Generoſi ity to us, Sh have 
yet done us ſo much juſtice, that we have not 
any where elſe appeal d for it. And if We ate 
| contented, why arc others uneaſy f 5 vs 


* YER 
IJ. 1 


Ti HAT ſome Fee of theſe new Tale, Sit 
may be ſo baſe and mercenary, as to ſeek more | 
. their own Lucre, than the Guby of God; as to con- 
ſult the Fancies and Opinions, more than'thereal 
Benefit, of thoſe to whom they Preach; i no great 


4 Wonder, as Times go: Bur, [ verily believe, that 
. the Number of ſuch II retches is veryſmall; and, 1 . 
=_ thank God, Iam  acpuginted: with bone ot em. 
* | (1 HC) 32 We 1 y 


Tu E Litres of 'this Town, Kir, F 5 
gabe Education, have the ſame Degrees, and, 1 
am perſuaded, have the ſame Regara for Truth, 

with the Incumbents of it; tho'they have not the 
ſame Encouragement, or Certainty of Subſilt- , 
ence: *--- And yet, if you'll take the Trouble ot ˖ 
compa ing the Sermons Printed by the Incum- 
bents and Lecxurers, I dare ſay you will find the 
Lecturers full as Sound and Grthodox as the In- g 
cumbents! You will find that they have boldly c 
oppos d Popery, Hereſy and Schiſm, and that Wl; 

the Precariouſneſs 8 their Maintenance did not Ml; 
tie uf their n F | | 


AN Sie." at this very Day, if you examin . 
their Doctrine, and Manner of Life, you'll n 
have little Room to complain: Little Reaſon F 
to accuſe em of fuſing Were ſh ul Words, and 2 

| | e daubing 


4 
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6 daibing with untempered Morter, to receive the 
It vile Wages of Sin But, on the contrary, that hey 
re make the pure Word of God the Rule of their 
| Preaching, as expounded by the Primitive Fathers 
oy and Councils of the Chriſtian Church, and con- 
ir, firm d and bounded bythe Rubricks, Articles, and 
re Canons of our own. -- And here Lecturers ſtand 
n. upon ſure Ground, and need never to beaſham'd 
Al whilſt they ſo ſtand, however particular Parties 
of Men are pleas d or diſpleas d. — As to their 


Goſpel of Chriſt. 


falle ſo far between "Incumbents and L'ctu. 
rers; and hope 1 have done it with Decency; 
yet ſure Lam, that it was with no View of putting 
em upon an Equality, of encouraging Lectfu. 
7ers to oppoſe RetFors, to form ſeparate In- 
tereſts, to be buſy in Pariſn- Affairs, or any Way 
in the World to prejudice em in their 1 
Rights and Privileges. -- For the Duty of theſe 
Lefturers, 1 am now ſpeaking of, is only to 
Preach on Sundays in the Afternom. . — But if, 


they can any Way be ſerviccable to the Pariſhes 
they belong to; they ought to do it, and With-⸗ 
out Fee or Rewardd, leaving that for thoſe to 
whom it belongs. Vet, conſidering the Weak- 
neſs of Human Natute, IJ can't help wiſling, 
F that, ſince Lecturers are employ d, and approvd _ 
* of by our Pe this Objection of his Loxdſhip's 
my D 5 8 


Manner of Life, I hope tis ſach as ; becomes the | 


Bur, tho'1 have been obli ig d to run this Pa. 


in the Abſence of the Miniſters and Curates, 


38 A DEFENCE. 
Was taken dale * their Income ſo aſcertain d, 
as to be under no Suſpicion of Preaching tothe 
 Fancies and Inclinations of their Benefactors. 
And I am ſo far from wiſhing this, 1 aſſure you, 
out of Covetouſneſs, to enrich Lecturers, or 


to burthen Pariſhes, that I ſhould be glad to ſee 


| j done, tho' the Legal Stated Produce of every 
> T 5 in Town was leſs than tis now upon 
4 Contribution. Nor do I deſpair of ſeeing the 


Time, when a Britiſh, Parliament will, upon 
duc Application, take away this Temptation both 
from — and Hearers. ; : 


AND now, Sir, having gone through the 
Particulars of your Letter, and Anſwerd'em as 
well as Icould in this ſhort Time, and without 
the leaſt intended Offence to any Body; Fam 
ſure you will ſuffer me to offer a oy Hints in 
Favour of Lecturers. MS: 


———4— •¹rt̃ —-— 


„ 


— — 


Ap here 1 ed not 5 any Thing in luft, 
fication of the Profeſſors and Lecturers in both. 
our Univerſities, who are Men of the beſt Learn- 

and Abilities, of ſingular Service to thoſe Il- 

Ft ria Places, and conſequently to the whole 
Nation. There the Founders of em are juſtly. 
Commemorated, and God Prais d for their good. 
Works, as ſome of the beſt of Benefactors to Man- 
kind. ©, Somewhat of the ſame Nature might be 
© _  urgd for the Liberal Founder of the Lectures, 
or Profeſſorſhips, of Greſbam- College, and all. 
= other 18 15 that Kind. os they. 
if 1 
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„ not All pioufly intended to promote Religion; 
ec Ceartidnlt good Manners? And do they not an- 


S. ſwer theſe noble Ends) i mo whoſe Fault 1 Is 


it? $50 Ig wy | 1 


: i 


with Regard to Preaching ; ſure no Apology can. 
be expected for all thoſe Charitable Legacies and 
Donations, which have been left by many Well- 
diſpos d Perſons, to ſupport the Week Day Ser- 
mons, not only in London and Weſtminſter, but 
alſo in ſeveral other Cities and Places in this 
Kingdom. It would be very ungrateful and un- 
chriſtian not to keep the Memories of ſuch Mu- 
nificent People in Remembrance! Tho they are 
Dead, they ſtill Speak, and ought to be Celebra- 
ted for it! Without Doubt, they have their Re- 
ward; yet this Acknowledgement is due totheir 


to paſt Virtue, and an Excitement to Poſterity to 


knows very little of the Preſent State of the 
58 Church, ſo corrupted in Faith and Practice, who 


U- can think theſe Lectures uſeleſs now; and has 
le a mean Opinion of the Preachers and Hfarers 
PE of lem, if he can fancy ſuch Sermons don'tcantri- 


15 bute to the checking of Infidelity, and the Enereaſe 
255 of real Sanctity and Holineſs! For, as Morality, 
| and the Fereſies' of the Times, were the chief 
es, Matter of the Diſcourſes of the Fathers, ſo alſo. 
are they of Ours.. I muſt therefore wiſh, that 


39 


Dias if. we _— ſpeak of Tunis only 


Aſhes, and ought ever to be paid, as a Tribute 
rival their Actions and Examples! And ſurely he 


5g more of theſe Lg were enn, (Aas one 
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wy lately been, by a Worthy Lady, and our * Good 
"Mellitus, our Beloud Dioceſan) than that any 
of em were retrenchd. I might have mention d 


before, the vaſt Advantages Chriſtianity has re- 


ceivd from the HonGurable Mr. Boylès Lecture; 
but, That is too well known to need Mentioning: 
Nor is it fear d. but that, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, 
the One will, in Time, as elfectually ſilence all 
the Enemies to our Saviours Divinity, as the 
Oaber Has all thoſe! to the * of a Cod. 
eur, Sir, ” you habe no Objedion againſt 
Left urers in general, nor Preaching- Lecturers up- 
on Mel. Days, whether Preparation -· Sermons for 


the Bleſſed Sacrament; thoſe on Chri/tmas-Day, 


Good Friday, or any other Days enjoin'd to be 
obſerv d by the Church of England, but confine 
me to ſpeak ſoly to Sundap- Lecturers I obey 
your Commands, and only deſire to ask, whe- 


ther you think all thoſe Lectures on Fun. 


day- Mornings, at 6, and 7, and 8 a Clock, of 
which Sort We have many in this Town, ſome 
ſupported by the Pious Gifts of the Deceasd, and 
others by the Charitable Contributions of the 
Living whereby the Prayers of our Church are 
Read, Sermons Preach d, and the Holy Com- 
munion often Adminiſter d, to Perſons: who 


could not ſo conveniently, or perhaps not at 


1 Pero ele e per 5 tithe! ſtated 
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mity, Car. 11. 14. enjoyns, © that no Lecture 
« upon Sundays, Holy-Days, or other Week- 
«. Days, ſhall be Preachd, without having the 
« Common-Prayer firſt Read; which makes. it 
oftner read than it would otherwiſe be. And, 


are not theſe Lectures, ſo Piouſly intended, fo 


Religiouſly carry d on, and which contribute ſo 
much to the Quieting of Conſciences, to the 
Saving of Souls, to the Honour of Chriſt and 


His Inſtitutions, and to the Good of Society, 
to be, by all ſs ONS Wag | 


CORBIN! 

1 | | 
AN. Sir, af you g grant me 4 pray what 
fault can you find wich Our Sunday. Evening- 


Lectures, which are JVeekly ſupported in Many. 
of our Churches, and Monthly in Others? As, 


by the Morning Lectures, Servants, - Apprenti- 


ces, and other well. inclin d Perſons, partake of 
the Ordinances of the Church, which they could 


not do at the ſtated Times: So alſo do ſuch Peo- 
ple, and thoſe of an Higher Rank, who could 


not attend the Afternoon: ſervice, ſupply that 


Deficience by theſe Evening Lectures. And, is 


it not a Subje@ of Rejoycing, if ſeveral Devout 
Members of our Church enjoy all theſe Four 
Advantages, as I believe they do, of offering up 


their Prayers in Public to God, and hearing His 
Word Read and Preach'd to em? Certain L am, 


as you have ſeen above, that ( Hriſtians were wont, 
in n P 'rinitive.- 669d Pureſt Ages of the Church, 


not 
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not to be tir d with Three © or For Sermons c on a 
Ford's R 5. 1 


As re Sir, you mul Abet Wunde 
Lectures very well, when you conſider, that they 

dont hinder Catechizing, but promote it: That 
great Numbers of Children are examin'd in our 
Church. Catechiſm at em, requir d to prove eve- 
ry Article of it from Holy Writ, and that hereby 
they are taught, not only to Rival, but to Excel, 
all the other Vouth of the Age. And, not only 


%; but the Diſcourſes which follow from the 


Pulpit upon theſe Occaſions, are often in a Ca- 
techetical Stile, and uſually ſo Plain and Practi- 
cal, as to be ſuitable to theit Age and Capa- 
eities, fit to ground em in the firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of God, and to train em up 
in the Way they ſhould go. All which is no 
Burthen to the People, who are at Liberty 
to throw in their Mites, or to keep em to ruſt 
and canker in their Pockets. And here I have 
another fair Opportunity of extolling our Charity- 


Schools: But ſince they are thus known by their 


Fruits, which ſo apparently ſhine before Men, 1 


ſhall paſs em over as above all Praiſe of Words, 


and 837 ſilently glorify our Father, and our 
Queen, who are in Heaven, for em“. And, let 
me add, our King on r e 


208 INC E NEW have forc' 4 me, Sir, Ad my 
lnctivaciorns, to be a mean Advocate for Lectu- 
Kan 1 _ you cant "think Wits foreign to my 

Pur * 
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- Purpoſe. | But, if you are reſolv'd totie me down 


cloſely to Lecturers on Sundays in the Afternoon, 
I ſubmit, and beg you to accept of what juſt 


haſtily offers to my Pen in their Defence. And: 


I ſhall take it for granted here, that theſe Læctu- 


rers are Men ofthe ſame Education and Degrees 
with our Incumbents ; that they Preach as ſound 
Doctrine; that they need not obſtruct Catechia- 


ing, as it appears by the Effects they dom in this 
Town; that they are ſo far from being con- 
trary to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, that it ap- 


proves of em: If not, how come they to be 


choſen by the Pari ſponers, to be ſuffer d by the 
Rectors, and to be licenfed by the Biſhop * * 
could name Sunday- Afternoon. S Which 
were founded many Years ago, and are ſtill ſup- 


ported by Legacies: But, to inſtance in one, 


you may pleaſe to recollect, that there are 7 /. 


a Year left, and ſo long ſince, that we can't yet 
trace the Original of it, to maintain ſuch a Lecture 


in our Own Church. If ſuch Charities were 


then thought Illegal, how came the Lectures to 


be founded, to be hitherto continud, and the 


Salaries paid? 


Ir you ſay, Sir, 3 were no ſuch Perſons 


in the Primitive Church; 1 anſwer, that all the 


C lergy were in the State of Lecturers then. If 


you ſay, there wasnoſuch Afternoon-Preaching, 
for many Ages, after Churches were built and 


endow'd; the more was the Pity. - But, if you 


lay "OF were not ot ſe: Ly in this City _ 
1 till 
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till the Times of Confili ion, I grant! it, wth re- 
joyce in the Effect, tho 1 lantent the Cauſe : 

For, when they were then uſnerd in by our 
Church, into many Churches, *twas indeed with- 
out any other Law than Neceſſi ty, Which is al- 
ka ways a Law of it ſelf. * The Diſſoyaliſts firlt ſer 
1 em up, encouraged em, and made the vileſt 
Uſes of em: And this provokd the Church to 
A look out for an Antidote to expel this Venom; 
and the beſt ſhe could think of, was to oppoſe 


7 : em with their own W eapons, by having Lectu- 
» rers too, who might confute Gainſayers, and 
9 Hp preſerve Her Members from Contagion. And 
ol is She to be blam d for Self preſery ation ? Elpe- 
1 cially, when there was no Law againſt Her /o 


acting? Or, had Her Ad verſaries, at leaſt, better 
Right to ſend out Goliath's againſt Her, than She 


: 8 
ES Te. 


; 


| hadto ſend out Some to temoliſh* em? To ſow 
i Tares, than She had to ſow Wheat? Ap 15 
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Fo R this Reaſon, Sir, as I have been inform d, 
were all the Neeb. Day Lectures at St. Bartbo. | 
lame Exchange founded, by "Chriſtians who 
had Zeal with Knowledge: And God grant they 
may ever anſwer this End, and fo the Intention 
of their Donors! That they may ever combat 
with Error, Hereſy, J cliſm, : and all 9 
chical Principles ! 1 


Bur, if you grant the Reaſon of the fit 
Inſtitution of Lecturers to be Good, yet diſlike 


em now for their Novelty, becauſe they are ge- 
ncrally 
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nerally of about only roo Years ſtanding; Laſſure 


you, Sir, that I like Noveltzes, either in Church 


or State, (tho 1 have ſhewn above that Le- 
cturers are no N ovelty) as little as you poſſi- : 


bly; can ; and promiſe, that, if you will rectify 
ſome 725 e Novelties, which have ſince encor- 


porated themſelves with our Eſtabliſhment, Iwill 


be the Foremoſt to ſtrike out that of Lectu- 
rers. But, if 4h Novelties are to be condemn' 


1.could ſoon, give you. a very Large Catalogue : | 


Yet I am ſo far of another Opinion, that [think 
the Exigencies of N and Places, and Pub. 
lick Wella of 1 Authorize ſuch. Novelties, 
as are not Contrary to a Divine Law --- Which, 


I believe, you will own Sermons on Sundays in 


the Afternoon not to be. tte 07 $1207 


% 4 * 4 


And; now, — —— I ſhall wind up this long 


and incorrect Letter, with ſhewing a few of the | 
Advantages of continuing ſuch. Lecturers as 


WC are diſcourſing of, and of the Diſaduan- 


tages which would probably enſüe a 3 "_ 


One 1 


x 
2 


Ap, can I beg gin with a greater Honour t. to 


them, than the Drawing and Keeping of People 


to the Church? For, ſince the ſame Diſtemper 


till rages, ought not the ſame Remedy to be 
ſtill apply d! (This His Lordſhip owns, in Con. 
currence with his laſt Grace of Canterbury!) 
Thoſe who differ from us, have more Lectures 


now, than cverʒ the People have full as * 
Ears: 
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EFars: And, therefore, can our Lectures be thought 
more unneceſſary now, than they were at firſt? 
Ought we to fuffer our Opponefits to excel us 
in any Reſpe&? Or, ſhould we not be in 
Labours more abundant, tho' you think them 


above Meaſure? For, if Preachers fail, Sedu- 


bers will not; but the Defetion'of our People 
to Popiſh Superſtition, or Seditibus N. ovelties, 
or downright Atheiſm, would enſue . For 
theſe Chartners would faſcinate the Multitude, 
and draw many away; but conftaht Preaching 
hinders the Two E xtremes from Twallow ing 


up our Church. 


WIRE we all of the Nate Opinion, were 
there no Strivings of Parties, no Emulations for 
different Ends, and each of us ſo Religious as 
we ought to be: Was tlie Caſe in Great-Bri- 
rain, as a Learned Author tells us tis in Sue. 
den, Where the Lutheran Religion has never 


* been diſtracted by Non-Conformity fince the 
. Reformation; all the Orders of Men agreeing 


in a conſtant Attendance on Divine Service, 
for their own Way, without any 
Hes into diſputable c Points, either 


in their own \Tenets, or thoſe of other 


Churches; whereby it becomes the Buſineſs 
of their Preachers, rather to perſuade the Pra- 


Qice of Piety, than to oppoſe the Doctrine 
of others, Or defend their own : : = Cateche- 


ical 


— 


* Account of Sueden, 3d Edition, p. 25. 
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tical Diſcourſes out of the Desk might do full 1 

as well as Sermons from the Pulpit on Sun i 
days in the Afternoon: But ſince this is rather 
to be wiſh'd; than hop d for, we are to uſe all 
juſtifiable Means to Save Some; and tis lawful 
to try to pleaſe the People for their K 
after the Example of St. Paul. x 


Ap, ſince we are 'v. SIR in a Opinion, | \ 
: that we ſet up Altar againſt Altar; and ſeem more ll 
FE to conſult our Palates and Fancies, than Truth | 
> and ſubſtantial Holineſs ; fince we. find our Li- | 
> turgy, which is the moſt primitive and complcat | 
Collection of Publick Devotion that is usd in = 
. any Church in the World, does not keep up l 
E an adequate Senſe of its Excellence, Sp 8 
* rit of Piety; ſince the Humour ſo runs, that f 
3 Catechizing ang i Expnending „when added to il 
I the Common. P 1 ayer, are unfortunately thought -, 
3 ſo dry and jejune, that they are not duly at- 4 
7 tended; and ſince all Ra io ſeems to be ſo 
3 faſt a ſleep, that we know not when it will | | 
8 awaken; what other thod.. have we left of | 
5 drawing Men to the Church, than by their Ears? _if 
4 Eſpecially, when we forciee that they would pro- 1 
3. bably be led, by caticing Words © to other Places, l 
* i they were not thus drawn Thither! Twas a Say- 
cls ing inst. Chryſo/tome's Days, Why ſhould I go to 3 
275 * Church, if 1 cannot hear a Sermon? Wehear l 
me « the ſame Things read every Day to us out of _ || 
« er . | They complained Sep, Hhat SEraONg 
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« were not Frequent enough, or too Short 


And People would part with any other Office of 
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Bor this is not all, Sil For lch Lechs 
are of ſingular Service, even to thoſe who weuld 
go to no other Place of Worſhip than the Church, 
if they were not inſtructed there. The Beſt and 


Wiſeſt of us may well bear with a Sermon in 


the Afternoon, tho" we heard one in the Morn- 
ing: Eſpecially, ſince One Sermon was far lon⸗ 
ger formerly than Two are now; when they 
Preach'd till the Tongues of the one, and the Ears 
of the other, were quite tired out But fach 


is the Delicacy and Tenderneſs of our Nobility 
and Gentry, at leaft in the Winter, that they 


ſeldom get ready for the Morning Setvice: And, 
1 fear, if there was no Sermon in the Afternoon, 


tho too Few come then into the Houſe of the 


Lord, there would be much Fewer. . 

AND then, Sir; Seryants, FAS W much 
the greateſt Part of this Town, tho they have an 
equal Title with their Maſters to the Means of 


Grace and Hopes of Glory, are generally ſo con- 


fin d, that they have no Time to pay their Ad- 
dreſſes to their Maker, and to learn their Duty 


to Him and their Governours, but in the / After- 


noon. So that High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
one with another, as Matters now ſtand, ſeem 
to require theſe Lectures: For bare Catechizing 
and Expounding, you are perſuaded, 1 

hardly 
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hardly induce many to think the Church more 
plcaſant than the Fields. Accordingly, in the 
Reign of King James I. before Lectures were fo 
frequent, the People were wont to ſpend the Aﬀer- 
noon on Sundays at Foot-ball, and ſuch-like Di- 

' verſions; and therefore that 3. Monarch 
writ a moſt Orthodox Treatiſe of the Obſervation 
of the Lord - Day, and dedicated it to the Bi- 
ſhops and Qlergy of England. 


Tur: Advantages, Sir, affect the City in 
General -- But, among thoſe which are Particu- 
lar, I am ſorry to mention One; which is, that 
it ſometimes ſo unfortunately happens, upon 
ſome Account or other, that the Pari ſhioners 
are ſo prejudic'd againſt their Miniſter, that they 
will not go to hear him in the Morning; and, 
> if he cither Preach'd, or Expounded, in the Af 
C WW tcrnoon, would refuſe to do it; The Conſe- 
quence of which is, that they either wholly for- 
ſake the aſſembling of themſelves together, or 


h go to ſeparate afſeinblics, or at leaſt break the 
1 Parochial Unity and Communion of Saints, by 
- licentiouſly Gadding to other Churches; a Pra- 
]- 


ice contrary to the "OEconomy ot our Church, 
and productive of numerous ill Conſequences. 
y In this bad Caſe, ſhould it happen, I think tis 


** very happy that we have Lecturers to keep Folks 
T. to their own Churches in the Afternoon: For, 
wm however it may be with Incumbents, who are 
8 put upon em, and, whether they like em or not, 
7 muſt take em for better for worſe, one would- 


ſuppoſe 


80 A DEFENCE 


ſuppoſe the Lecturers, who are their own Choice; 

by whom they are voluntarily paid, and whom 

they can either Turn out, or Sfarve in, ſhould not 

be unacceptable. But I put this only as a Caſe in 
Poſlibility --- And, if it ever falls out, that Lecturer 

5 would be very baſe and ungenerous, who took 
i Advantage of his Rector's Misfortunes, and in- 
' - finnated. himſelf at his Expence; whereas he 
ought rather to do all in his Power, where there 
* is Room, to reſtore his Credit and Authority. 


4 Bor, Sir, were all Miniſters ever ſo accepta- 
5 ble and belov'd in their Pariſhes, and oblig d to 
. Preach Twice in the ſame Church every Sunday, : 
| or to Catechize and Expound, yet Lecturers are 
ſtill of ſingular Service to them, and the Inhabi- 
tants: For, how well ſoever theſe Duties might 
be diſcharg d, we have all ſuch a natural Itch to 
Novelty and Variety, that I queſtion whether 
their Labours would be ſo agrecable as they now 
are, whilſt they diſcharge only the Function of 
the Morning, and leave that of the Afternoon to 
Lecturers. I could appeal to Experience for. the 
Truth of this Remark, and inſtance in ſome Pa- 
riſhes within the Bills of Mortality, where the 
Effects are bad of the Miniſters ſupplying both 
Parts of the Day; and yet might be rectify d, 
and without the leaſt Prejudice to their Incomes, 
if they would allow the Pariſhoners to elect Le- 
4 cturers. I mention this only as a plain Proof of 
be * | advance, and without any invidious De- 
+ gn. 
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Many Incumbents, Sir, have not Conſti- 


tutions ſtrong enough to perform their Offices 
in Perſon, without weekly diſordering them- 
ſelves, impairing their Health, and ſhortning their 
Lives. What ought they in Prudence to do then? 


Why, they mult pay Aſſiſtants to ſupply their 


Places, and fo pinch themſelves and Families. 
Is not the Caſe much better now for them? 


Bur, were all Rectors never ſo ſtrong and 
healthy, very Few of em, Im perſuaded, have 
ſo little Modeſty, as to think themſelves capable 
of compoſing 7:wo Diſcourſes every Week fit 
to be deliverd to the Congregations of this 


Town, conſidering the various Calls they have 
out of thcir Studies, to Baptize, to Viſitthe Sick, 


to Bury the Dead, to anſwer the Avocations of 


their own Families, to beg for the Poor and Di- 
ſtreſs d, and to ſollicit Favours, and do Good Offi- 


ces, for their Friends, their Brethren, their Ac- 
quaintance: For, I may ſay, without bluſhing, 
that no Body of Men in this City have ſuch 
frequent Applications to 'em, are made the In- 
ſtruments of conveying ſo many Favours, and 


more ſincerely endeavour to ſerve all Ranks and 


Degrees of Human-kind, than the Clergy -- Vet 
mention this, not as their Hardſſſip, but their 
Honour; ſince it ſhews the Credit they are ill 
in, and their Readinels to copy their Maſter's Ex- 
ample, © Who always went about Doing Good ! 
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Bur, to pals over every other Advantage of 
1 to Incumbents -- Pray, Sir, whos gene- 
rally enjoy the Lectures of this Town? Do not 
the Pariſh-Miniſters ? And, do they not want'em ? 
For, I fancy, that, taking One Living with Ano- 
ther within the Walls, after Curates are paid, 
and Taxes, Expenccs, and Disburſements, inevi- 
tably attending em, diſcharg'd, they hardly bring 
in clear 150 J. per Annum. And what a Main- 
tenance is this, conſidering Where, and How 


they mult Live, for a London Rector and his Fa- 


mily? What Proviſion can he make for his Wife 
and Children out of it? The Lectures, therefore, 
which they have, ſatisfy their Curates, hedge in 
the Outgoings of their Livings, and help to keep 


'em in tolerable Plight. And who can find in 
his Heart to envy em this? | 


Yer lam-far from upbraiding the Genero- 


ſity of the Citizens: For, were they not liberal 


above Law, few of their Paſtors could live. I 
might nevertheleſs give a Hint here, of the Dif. 


' ference of the Value of Money when their Rates 


were ſettled, and 2ow: And hope to be excusd, 
if I was ſo Bold, or ſo Compaſſionate, (call it 
which you will) as to wiſh this Hardſhip was in- 


ſpetted by the Legiſlature, 


NoR is it only an Eaſe and Profit to the Mini- 
ſters, but alſo an Honour and Pleaſure to the 
Citizens, to haye their Churches thus decently 

. 1upply'd, 


deferve Promotion. 
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ſupply d, commonly by Three Clergymen, Paſtor, 
Curate, Lecturer. 


As they are not only richer, 
but abound: more than Country-Pariſhes, in all 
the Comforts and Elegancies of Life; ſo may 
they ever continue to do, and as well in Spiri 
tuals, as Temporals! 


Nor are Lecturers and Curates only of Ad- 
vantage to the Miniſters and People in theſe 
Reſpects; butalſo, the great Number of Lectures 
and Cures here are of vaſt Service to the Church 
in general, by having ſo many of the Vounger 
Clergy ſupported, by theſe Methods, in this 
Town. And yet who can ſay there are too 
many? Or, that we are over- run with em? Or, that 


they are burthenſom? When he recollects the 


{mall Pittance of their Maintenance, and that 


we have ſcarce one Clergyman to a thouſand Lay- 
men. 


' LECTURERS, Sir, are alſo greatly benefici- 


al to this City, by being, as it were, a Nurſery 


for Rectors of it, and training em up, Step by 
Step, to be qualify'd for that Poſt. Reward is 
the Mother of Induſtry.: And, as all the Lectures 
of this Town, and many of the Livings, are at 
the Diſpoſal of the Citizens, young Gentlemen, 


ho ſeldom come full ripe out of the Univer- 


ſities, when they find they are to be encourag d 
and preferr'd here according to their Merits, 
double their Diligence and Studies in Order to 
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24 ÞA DErEncy 
AND, were it not for this Method, how could 


the City be properly ſupply d with Incumbents? | 
If you ſay, out of the Univerſities; I grant it 


But, pray, did not theſe Lecturers and Curates 


come out of the Univerſities? And, after they 
have been employ d many Years in theſe lower 
Stations, ought they not to be ſupposd (Practi- 
cal xnowlege being certainly the Beſt) more fit. 
ly qua.jty'd tor Patiſh-Pricſts, than thoſe who 


were never converſant in Parochial Affairs 


But, if you ſay, they may be call'd out of the 


Country; 1 fancy you would be dilappoint- 
ed, tho' there are many Worthy and Lear- 


ned Gentlemen among the Country-Clergy : 
For the Air, the Cuſtoms, the Expences, arc fo 
different here from what they are there, that, 


believe, Few would care to quit a Living of 
100. a Vear there, for one of 1 50/. here. And, 


as theſe Lectures are of Service to the City; ſo 
A arc they to the Country, by breeding up 


and qualifying fit Clergymen to be ſent into it, 


for whom there is not Employment here. All 
which tends to the Glory of the Nation, as well 
as of _ Church. 


have ourpole y omitted, Sir, to mention one 
Thing in Favour of Lecturers, which is, that there 
is not Room in many Churches for all the Pa- 
riſhioners, or 2 Quarter of em, to pay their Duty 
to God together in the Morning; becauſe our 
New Churches go on f faſt, or ought ſo to do, that 


1 hope that Argument will be ſoon taken away, 
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and many Perſons left without Excuſe, who now 


make that an Apology for ſtay ing at Home, or go- 
ing Abroad, or running to Nei ohbouringCh urches, 


or ſuch Places of n as are * Tolera- 


ted. 


AN p, if Effects may juſtify Cauſes, —_ 
me in obſerving, Sir, that the meaneſt of our Or- 
der are not choſen into Lectures in this Town; 


or, if they are, that Lectures ſo exceedingly im- 


prove em, that a great Part, not only of our 
Late, but alſo of our Preſent Biſhops, mounted 


directly out of theſe Stations into their Epiſco- 
pal Sees; and that Men of the beſt Figure i in our 
Profeſſion fill many of theſe Poſts now: Which 
ſhould be fo interpreted, I think, that thę Court 
is ſo far from diſapproving of em, that it di- 
ſtinguiſhes em; and that the Citizens are ſo far 
from deſerving Cenſure, that they ſeem to me- 
rit Thanksfrom the Legiſlature, for making ſuch 


proper Choices of their Lecturers, and encourag- 
ing em fo long with their Bounty and Liberality, 
till they are fit for the Royal Countenance, and 
thought qualify d to ſerve the Church and State 
in the Higheſt Poſts, 


1 ſce, Sir, with what great Freedom and 
Plainneſs 1 have aſſerted the Authority of our 


P reaching, tho we are not inſpird, tho we are 


not ſent and authoriz'd by God in an extraor- 
dinary Way, and endow'd with Miraculous Gifts, 


as the firſt Preachers were: Yet, ſince St, Chryſo. 
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tome ſays, © St. Paul converted the World, not 


« jo much by his Miracles, as by his continual 
« Preaclung, can you think our Labour is whol- 
ly in vain now? That I have purſud this Argu- 


ment ſo far, is not only in Obedience to your 


Letter, but alſo to juſtify a Divine Inſtitution, 
which has continu'd more or {ſs in all Periods 


of the Church, and is now, I think, by vaſt In- 


duftry and Application, advanc'd to the higheſt 


Degree of Eminence in Our Own; Fo eigners 


general iy taking not that Pains in Ten Sermons, 
which many of us do in One. And, as we preach 
oftner than Forcign Churches; ſo we keep the 


Lord's Day better obſerv'd; which ſupports the 


ſpiritual Grandeur of Religion among us more 
tian other Nations. 


ALL this, Sir, you have forc'd me to ſay 
unwillingly: And, how many Bluſbes focycrit 
may have coſt me in writing it, yet this is my 
Comfort, that I think I have written ſuch Truths 


p 
/ 


AND, Sir, ſince I have venturd ſo tar, and 
find my Face begins to harden a little now, 1 


ſhall dare to tell you one Truth moie: Which 


is, That fince Lecturers are legal Miniſters, Mi- 
niſters of your own chuſing, and ſo uſeful and 
advantageous in many Reſpccts, you are bound, 
both by tlie Law andthe Goſel, as I could ſoon 
make appear, to Support and Maintain em in 
an handſome Manner. How little Reaſon Ihave 
5 ED TS ao my 


my ſelf to complain, upon this Account, you 


very well know; how many Reaſons I have to 
thank and eſteem the Pariſh we belong to, you 
know likewiſe : And, therefore; I may ſpeak, both 
with Modeſty to my ſelf and Honour to our Pa. 
ri ſb, upon this Point, in Hopes of doing Juſtice and 


Service to other Gentlemen in my own Station. 


' For a Proof of this I refer you to the of: 
fertory, or Sentences in the Communion- Oſfico, 
which are Texts out of the New Teſtament, ſe- 
lected by the Church, as Inſtructions and Exhor- 
tations to this great Duty, written long before 
any Legal Proviſion was made for the - Clergy, 
and till as binding, where there is no ſuch Pro- 
viſion yet made for em: For the Miniſters of the 


_ Goſpel, without any Diſtinction, are to live by 


the Goſpel, according to the Commands of our 
Saviour, and the Practice of His Apoſtles. * * Who 
* gocth a Warfare at any Time of his own Coſt? 
* Whoplanteth a Vineyard, and cateth not of the 
Fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a Flock, and eat. 
eth not of the Milk of the Flock? If we have 
* fown unto you ſpiritual Things, is it a great 
Matter it we ſhall reap your worldly Things? Do 
ye not know that they who miniſter about Holy 
Things, live of the Sacrifice? And, they who 
Wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar? 
Even ſo hath the Lord al ſo ordained, that they 
vo preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 
e Let him that is taught in the Word, miniſter” 
* unto 
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* 1 Cor. ix.7, 1 1,13, 14. + Gal. vi. 6. 
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« unto him that teacheth in all good Things. 
This is the Goſpel-Maintenance, the Church's 
Duty to Miniſters with Regard to Proviſi- 
on. A plentiful Subſiſtence for the Prieſts 
and Levites was expreſiy enjoyn'd by the Mo. 
ſaic Law; and this Point is ſo often repeated and 
inculcated throughout the whole Old Teſtament, 
that it would require a Volume to recite all the 
Paſſages; tho Preaching did not begin in the Few:/h 
Church till the Time of Egra - Let all the Mi- 
niſters belonging to the Temple had ſuch an 
ample Allowance provided for em by God, that, 
according to the Computation of Helden, the 
Whole Tyt the amounted to near the 5th Part of 
the whole Revenue of the Land, beſides Offer- 
ings, Sacrifices, Cc. tho the Tribe of Levi was 
ſo ſmall a Body of People, in Compariſon of 
the reſt, that it did not amount to the 49th Part, 
as may be ſeen, Numb. 1. 3. --- Whence it is 
evident, that thoſe who then attended Di- 
vine Service, muſt needs be very rich. It is 
well known, that in the Primitive Times, the 
Clergy had a liberal Support out of the Offer- 
ings of the People: And, I am ſure, they have 
Rill the ſame Right, where there 1s not a legal and 
ſtated Income. Nor were the very Gentiles want- 
ing in this Reſpect, we may be ture, ſince Zoſeph, 
when he made Pharoah Proprietor of all Woe 
preſum d not to © Buy the Land of the Prieſts. 
And fince, at the Riſe of the Roman Empire, 
the Senators and Priefts, and all thoſe who had 
tac chief Inſpection over the Affairs of Religion, 


Were 
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were choſen only out of the Patricians, or No- 
| bility, can you doubt of their having a plentiful 
Maintenance? But, to return - -- 


ALL. the Prieſts of our Church, Sir, are pro- 
miſcuouſly inveſted, by Ordination, with Au- 
thority to preach the Goſpel; and equaliy em- 
power, I think, by the Goſpel, to receive their 
Re ward for fo Going : But, ſuch is the Happincis 
of Incumbents, (abi ft Diclo Invidia) that, as 
they are obliged by Law to preach, ſo are they 
alſo by Law enabled to recover their Recompence 
for it. Vet Incumbents are not obligated to 
preach.abave once a Month. The 5th Canon in- 
deed directs © every benefic d Man, allow'd to 
„ be a geber, to preach, (if he thinks it, one 
Sermon every Sunday in\the Year, either at 
« His own Church, ot ſome Other -- But, * if a 
* beneficd Man is not allow'd tg be a Preacher, 
© he muſt get a Sermon once 8 if his 


Living can pay for it. Vet, after all, no Canons 
enforce Miniſters to preach ſo often as they do; 
and no Penalties are annexcd to thoſe which 
enjoyn any Preaching. 
So that the Office of Preaching, when the Go- 
vernment thinks r to exert it ſelf, is notappropri- 
ated to Livings, as appears from Canon 49th about 
Licences; from the Conduct of the Reigns of H. VIII 
Eduard V, Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, 
when ſuch Perſons only were allow'd to Preach, 
whether * had Living gs or not, (tho this was 


2 
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a moſt exceſlive Strain of Authoiity) + as Were 
Licens d lo to do. = 


RECTORs, therefore, may be ſilenc'd, Sir, 
and Curates, or Lecturers, appointed to preach. 
in their Sted : For Legal-Preaching ſeems to de- 
pend wholly upon a | Licence from the Dioce- 
fan; that is theonly Human Title they both have 
for this Practice; and therefore, 1 conceive, that 
when a Rector is Licens d to Preach in a Church, 
and a Lecturer alſo, they have an equal Aut ho- 
rity for Preaching, tho' they have not for Pay- 
ment. The Rector, indeed, may deny the Le- 


Qurer his Pulpit, as being his Freehold: A Com- 


mon-Law Caſe, which can never be inſiſted on, 
by a ſpiritual Man, (when no flagrant Crime glares 


in the Lecturer) without Contempt and Deriſion, 


even from good Chriſtians: And, when the Re- 
ctor has done, the Biſhop may alſo, if he plea- 


ſes, ſikence Him too, and order a Third Perſon 


to ſupply both their Places: And all this with the 
utmoſt Equity ; for if Clergymen can t agree, who 
ſhould? Tantæne Animis Cœleſtibus Iræ? They 
fin againſt their Profeſſion, when they don't ſet 
A Pattern has Peace to their nene 


_ 


So that Rectors, l and Curates, if 
Licensd to preach, have the ſame Right ſo to 
do, in Order to promote the Glory of God, and to 
edify the People: And, Sir, judge you whether they 
have not an equal Right to be paid! And, if ſo, 
I am pretty ſure, that thoſe who gzve Nothing to 

n Lecturers, 
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Leckürcts would do juſt the ſame to their Pariſh- 


Prieſts, if they were at the ſame Liberty: For, 
as they arc alike licens d to preach in the ſame 
Churches, and, without Affront, alike do fo, I 
can ſee no Goſpel- Reaſon why they ſhould not 
be alike paid. 


Bur the Lecturers wave this Plea in Defe- 
rence to our Laws; and only deſire their Audi- 
tors to conſider, that, if there were no ſuch Laws, 
whether they wou'd be moſt liberal to the In- 


cumbent, Curate, or Lecturer. But I forbear -- 


That the Labourer is worthy ofhis Hire, isplainly 
affirm'd-- Such Labourers Lecturers are, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt: And therefore deſerve their Hire; 
tho' they are not Hirelings any. more than the 


Rectors. But, as the Incumbents have poſitive Laws 


on their Side, and are bound to Vilit and take Care 
of the whole Pariſhes they belong to, 'tis but juſt 
and equitable, that they (hould have a much Better 
Income than the Lecturers, Who are only to 
Preach on Sundays in the Afternoon. Yet they 


uſually do other Offices, and without any other 


Advantage, than that of obliging the Miniſters 
and Pariſhes. | 


Tha thoſe who frequent the Church, and 


fit under the Miniſtry of Lecturers, Sir, are bound 


in Conſcience and Decency to contribute, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Stations and Abilities, to 
the Maintenance of their reſpective Lecturers, 
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is too clear to want any Proof Res ipſa loqui- 


tur. And, that thoſe who flight all Places of 


Worſhip, and thoſe who go to ſeparatc oncs, 
ought to be Neighbourly in this one Calc, which 


is left to their Free- Will, as well as in ſuch Rates 
and Payments as they are forc d to ge with, 


might be made appear: Becauſe there are but 
few Families, God be thank d, out of which none 
go to the Pariſn- Church; upon whoſe Account 


thoſe who officiate in it ought to be encourag d. 


I remember the Learned Biſhop Gibſon men- 


tions, in His Codex, A Proviſion for Lecturers 


before the Reſtoration, and quotes for it, 13, 14. 


Car. II. Cap. 25. F. I. Which Statute ſets forth, 


That the Loyaliſts were conſtrained to ſettle 


« Advouſons, Rectories, Glebes and Tythes, to 


4 the Uſes aſlign'd by the Long-Parliament, as 
- Compoſitions for Delinquency, as they call'd 
ce it, which was chicfly appropriated for the Main- 


„ tcnance of Preaching Miniſters and Lecturers. 
— The Act of Exemption likewiſe ſays, Iwo. 


Gul. & Mar. © That Nothing therein con- 
ce tain'd, ſhall be conſtrued to exempt any of the 
« Perſons aforeſaid from paying hes,or other 
« Parochial Duties, or any jeu ts mow to the 
Church or Miniſter. I have recited the Former 
of theſe Statutes, to ſhew thoſe who differ from 
us, what Care their Forefathers took to provide 
for Lecturers, tho' I wiſh they may never have 
ſuch a Proviſion again: And the Latter, to re- 
mind em, that, tho they are diſpens d with for 
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not Going to Church, yet they are not from Pay- 


ing all the Duties to the Church TE Miniſter, 


Br UT Lecturers oog chiefly t to be encourage d 
out of a Senſe of Religion, and of Lave and 
Obedience to our Blefled Lord and Maſter, who 
commands his Diſciples to propagate the Goſpel, 
todriveaway all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrine, 
and all his Followers to contribute liberally 
and chearfully to ſuch as undertake that difficult 
Employ -- So that thoſe who give out of Perſonal 
Reſpect to the Preacher, or with any other Views 
than Fheſe; or withdrarw their Subſcriptions up- 
on every little Omiſſion of Ceremony, and the 
like; give upon falſe Principles, and ſo forfeit the 
Reward they might otherwiſe juſtly expect from 
their Saviour for comply ing with His Injunctions. 
Particular Likeings and Affections, Prejudices 
and Parties, ſhould be overlook d here; and the 
Mite which is caſt into this Treaſury, ought to 
be eſteem d, not as an Offering to Men, but 
unto the Lord in Order to convert the Wick- 
cd, to confirm the good, to keep the Wolf 
from the Sheep, and to convince Gainſayers. And 
therefore I cannot but wonder how many Ci- 
tizens and Chriſtians, who are very Zealous in 
their ſeveral Ways, and like Lecturers mighty 
well, can ſatisfy their Conſciences, in giving'em 
either Nothing at all, or /eſs than they do to their 
Common Watchmen. The Caſe is far otherwiſe 
among thoſe who 4fer from us; and Im forry | 
their Fina ſhould be our Diſgrace. 


Is 
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1 F you ſay, Sie Lecturers cannot gather Tythes; 
that they have no legal Demands; and cannot 
force your Money out of your Pockets: | Yet, 
pray, are they not Miniſters of the Goſpel! Do 
they not conſtantly preach it? Are they not choſen 
by you yourſelves ſo todo? Are they not Shep- 
herds, Meſſengers, Watchmen, Stewards? Does not. 
their Education coſt em as much Time, and Pains, 
and Expences, as that of the Incumbents? Do not 
their Sermons do the ſame £ Then, ſurely, they 
have a Natural Right, as well as an Evangelical 
one, to your Oblationsl If they have no Ty thes,muſt 
they have no Offerings? If they cannot com- 
mand a Maintenance by Law, are they entitu- 
led to None by the Goſpel? If they cannot make 
you pay, as you ought, for their reaſonable Ser-- 
vice, are you not the more oblig d to give it? 
Even Tythe of the Rent of Houſes is not due of 
Common Right, tho' Acts of Parliament ſecure 
ſuch Payment to the London Clergy: But it was 
originally calld an Offering, or Oblation, in 
Proportion to the Rent of Houſes in the City 
of London; and aftcrwards Tythes, tho tis not 
allow dto be a Predial Tythe. | 


Bur this i is a Tack ſo Ungrateful to me, and. 
generally, I thank God, ſo Unneceſſary now, 
(ſuch a Spirit of Generoſity reignjag among our 
Citizens, notwithſtanding all the great Wrecks 
of Fortungs, all the diſmal Calamities we at 
this labour under, and all the juſt Tears 
and 


and! 
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and Complainings i in our Streets, which 1 hope 
the Almighty will ſoon avert, and turn into Songs 
of Joy and Thankſgiving, ) that I am ſure you 
will excuſe my drawing the Curtain here, with 
only EE you that Iam, 


* 


DEAR SIR, 
Tour moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, &c. 
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